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2009 AGM & Showmanship Workshop                                                       10- 4 Sunday 24th May 

A number of our members have expressed an interest in holding a branch show. Showing is a lot of fun, a great opportunity to network with other breeders and also get independent feedback on your breeding or training programs. One of the many great things about llamas is that you can show in Conformation (judged on the presentation of your llama and how they conform to the Breed Standard) or Performance (judged on how well you and your llama accomplish set tasks/obstacle courses etc)

To help prepare for our first LAA endorsed show the committee has arranged for a Showmanship Workshop to be held after the formalities of the AGM. This workshop is free for members and one guest and $20 per head for non members. The Showmanship Workshop will be followed up with a Mock Show in September. 

We are also calling for nominations for people to stand on the committee and also for any motions to be voted on at the AGM. Keep an eye your letter boxes as the AGM information; nominations forms etc have recently been posted. 

If you plan on attending the AGM please RSVP by 21st May so we have an idea for catering  (tea/coffee & morning/afternoon tea provided)   Please bring a picnic lunch. 
Branch Website                  http://www.llamas-nsw-act.org/
Jo Weir has done a wonderful job of getting our website up & running.  The website has been up running since the end of February.

If you haven’t yet visited our Branch Website, please do.  There is lots of useful info there and it is one way we can keep our membership up to date on events that are happening.

The next stage of the website is to include a photo gallery.  If you would like to contribute to the Gallery please send your photos to Jo.  

Naturally photos on the website score points towards the Public Relations Llama Awards.

Public Relation Llama Award

Have you entered yet?  So far we have 11 llamas entered and 3 members entered.

Remember this is not a first past the post event – all those who gain the required number of points by 30th June 2009 will receive the award.

There are a couple of things that are not quite clear:

Cheques for Entries are to be made out to Llama Association of Australasia (NSW Branch)
The rules relating Solo Llama Championship Section seems to be understood, but there has been some confusion about the Stud Championship Section.

The Stud Championship Section is intended mainly for those who would not normally be taking their llamas off the farm (but doesn’t mean you can’t earn points for off farm)

In order to participate in the Stud Section

· You must be a member 
· Each of the llamas to be entered must be registered 
· A minimum of 5 llamas must be included to enter in the Stud Llama Section 
· You may enter under your Stud or Farm Name (eg Tinkerbell Llamas)  or 
· Under your own name (Pixie  Smith).  

· If you do not have a stud prefix , but would like one– apply for one – they are free.  

But I only own 3 llamas – can I enter?

· If you do not own 5 llamas, but your llamas live with, or you work with other people’s llamas 

eg Pixi owns 3 llamas who are agisted at Daydream Llama Farm.  Pixi asks Daybream if Pixi can borrow 2   Daydream Llamas as “Stand-in” for her entry.  Daydream llamas are registered and the owner says yes.  

Pixi is now ready to earn points towards the Stud Llama Section – here are some of the ways that Pixi accrues points:

· Pixi arranges for an agriculture class  or   aged care group etc to visit Daydream Llamas.  

· The aged care facility that Pixi invited to Daydream Llamas   had a great time and included a story & some photos of their visit on their Website 
· Pixi is a great photographer and takes lots of photos of doing interesting or cute things.  Some of her photos are accepted for Llama Lines 
· Pixi isn’t the best writer, but nevertheless she has an article published in the towns local newsletter.  

· One of the visitors to Daydream farm is a journalist and writes an article for “the Land” newspaper 
· Pixi attends LAA functions – she has lots of fun, learns a lot, makes new friend and EARNS POINTS 
· Pixi is passionate about her llamas, she isn’t the best public speaker, but she accepts an offer to talk about her llamas at her local Rotary Club, school or other group – of course she can’t take her llamas – but she still gets points. 
· Pixi is a person with a big heart – she is often asked by her local charity to sell raffle tickets or man a street stall – so she decides to take her llama with her – of course her charity is delighted and gets many more donations than usual – because people are attracted to come to meet the llama.  

· Pixi has recently learned to spin and felt llama fleece, so she enters  her handcraft it in a local show – she is delighted that her entry receives a prize, but even if it didn’t, she still would have earned points………….you get the idea?  
In the Solo Llama Award (you may enter as many of your llamas as you wish) each will have it’s own score sheet.

You may enter BOTH the Solo Llama Award AND the Stud Farm Award if you wish and points gained in the Solo Awards will also be eligible for the Stud Award as well.

There is more info, entry forms & score sheets on our website  http://www.llamas-nsw-act.org/
Upcoming Functions and Events

Our region is very active and our thanks goes to all those who have helped at our functions.  It is a good deal all around – you get to play with llamas and tell the public about llamas and why they are your passion – you will probably learn a lot (from the public & their questions) – those who have entered the Public Relations Championship Awards gain points towards gaining their Championship Award – members get to meet other members – promote llamas and hopefully encourage the public to consider the idea of owning a llama or two, of course, your llama learns about going out & about & having fun too!   

The Committee would love to see members come along to some of the promotions and help with our llamas stands – you don’t have to bring a llama, you don’t even have to own a llama – but loving llamas is a definite advantage.  There are lots of way members can help.  Please contact Jo or Glynda if you would like to offer your services.

Pumpkin Festival at Collector                                                                         10 am – 4 pm Sunday 4th May
http://www.pumpkinfestival.com.au/
On Sunday 4th May, the sleepy village of Collector (between Canberra & Goulburn) will swell to about 5,000 people to host their annual Pumpkin Festival.  The Festival organizers invited Glynda Bluhm to attend with alpacas – naturally she said she would be delighted to bring her LLAMAS.  The Festival has sent out media releases to advise of the many activities that will be there to see and do at the festival including NSW/ACT Branch of the LAA display.  This is an opportunity to promote our llamas in the Tablelands area. 

We are looking for helpers to run the Branch Llama Stand.  If you can come for a couple of hours please let Glynda know Ph 62303311

All attending members will be entitled to claim points towards the PR Llama Championships if they have entered  & of course there will be plenty of time to have a good look around the Festival too. 
RSPCA Million Paws Walk                                                                                             Sunday 17th May
Each year the RSPCA runs the Million Paws Walk as a fundraiser in many cities around Australia.  There are also market stalls and things of interest – and of course dogs, dogs and more dogs – admittedly on leads, but they are still dogs.

Glynda has attended with her llamas on several occasions, and surprisingly enough, the llamas took very little notice of the dogs.

If you and your llama are confident in each other, it might be a lot of fun. .  However this probably wouldn’t be a good choice for your llama’s first outing.  If you are not so confident, why not go without your llama and check it out for next year?

If you are interested in attending with or without your llamas contact your local RSPCA to see where your closest Million Paws Walk will be held or visit:

http://www.millionpawswalk.com/event-info/locations/act/canberra/
If you attend the Million Paws walk with your llama you will be entitled to gain points towards the Public Relation Llama Championships if you have entered.

Mock Show                                                                                                                          13th September 2009

Following on from the Workshop at the AGM about showing this will be the next step to holding a Branch Show.  Keep the day open as it will be a lot of fun and you will learn a lot too.  The Judge will be Bruce Patterson.  The Venue has not yet been decided.

If you attend the Mock Show you will be entitled to gain points towards the Public Relation Llama Championships if you have entered.

Running of the Sheep – Part of the Irish Woolfest at Boorowa                             Sunday 4th October

http://www.irishwoolfest.boorowa.net/index.htm
Boowora is 66 km from Yass towards Young & Harden.

This event is yet another example of how a small country town has a huge influx of visitors because an interesting festival.    The festival includes all things to do with wool (now doesn’t that sound like our llamas should be there?) , Celtic music, a farmer’s market and lots of other stalls and things to see and do.

At this stage we have not committed ourselves to this function – but we are looking for an expression of interest from members who might like to attend.

If you attend the Irish Woolfest on behalf of the LAA you will be entitled to gain points towards the Public Relation Llama Championships if you have entered.

Murrumbateman Small Machinery Field Days                                                         17th 18th October

http://www.mfdays.com/index.html
The tiny village of Murrumbateman and the hobby farming district around it have been running the Murrumbateman Field Days every October since 1979.  The Field Days are about hobby farmers and small farms.  Last year 16,000 gate tickets were sold over the weekend.  

Another great opportunity to promote our llamas.    
The Branch will be running a stand.  We will be looking for helpers over the 2 days.    
 

Those who have been to Murrumbateman Field Days won't want to miss it, and those who haven't ever been will find it well worth the effort.  There are hundreds of stalls, many of which are devoted to rural things and there are lots of good rural specials.  Those who attend will have plenty of time to have a good look around as well.
If you attend the Murrumbateman Field Days you will be entitled to gain points towards the Public Relation Llama Championships if you have entered.

The Branch Christmas Party and Llama Packing Day.         Date TBA…late November maybe?
We are looking for a member to host the Christmas Party at their property or a location nearby to them.  The Branch will meet the costs of the function.

Are you interested in being our host? Please contact anyone on the committee if you think you can help.

If you attend the Branch Christmas Party you will be entitled to gain points towards the Public Relation Llama Championships if you have entered.

Other Events

To date most of the functions that have been held have been in the Canberra area.  You might wonder why that is.  Well it is because one of our members has drawn attention to the fact that there is a function in which members might like to participate.

If you wish to participate in an event in your local area or host an event, please let the Committee know.  We are keen to support members holding functions.  Under the umbrella of the LAA your function will be covered by the LAA insurance – but you must let us know first.

Of course functions promoting llamas will entitle members attending to earn points towards the Public Relations Championship if they have entered.

Reports on Functions Held by our Branch to date

Thanks to all the members who have helped at the various club functions below.

Please remember that you are entitled to points towards Championship Awards for attending.

Canberra Show Report      included in the last Llama Lines

2009 Wellness Festival at Queanbeyan 

We had hoped that the organisers would include the llamas in their advertising – but alas that was not the case.  As usual the llamas attracted a huge interest, appearing to be a highlight of the festival.

Wendy Bell, Glynda Bluhm, Maggie Moore, Dan O’Leary, Nils Lantzke, &Lorraine Rogers, attended the Well being Festival.  Thanks.   All of these members are entitled to claim points towards the PR Llama Championships if they have entered.
Great Australian Shave

Llama Magic llamas shed their locks to support the Leukaemia Foundation’s participated in the Great Australian Shave.  Rosalie Jones was there to help with the shearing on the day.  There was pre and post media attention.  The press arrived precisely on time – unfortunately the shearer was held up at an earlier appointment.  However the Chronicle still had an article about the llamas.

Lesson learned:  When the press is invited to attend a function – make sure the time given to the press will ensure that the event will be in full swing – just the intended starting time.

Glynda& Rosalie are entitled to claim points towards the PR Llama Championships for this event

Sydney Royal Llama Display

Thanks to Berry & Liz Carter who manned a Llama Stand at the Sydney Royal.  At this stage we have had some very positive feed back.  I hope Berry & Liz will include a report in the next Llama Lines.

Berry & Liz would be entitled to claim points towards the PR Llama Championships for this event
